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ABSTRACT 

This research aims to determine the construction of the image of the National Police in the reporting of the 

murder case of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat in koran.tempo.co. The murder case of Brigadier 

Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat has caused public trust in the police institution to decline. It was handled 

unprofessionally, from the start there were many irregularities and several high-ranking police officers became 

suspects. The research approach is descriptive qualitative using Robert M. Entman's framing analysis method to 

reveal these constructions. The results of the research show that the construction carried out by Koran.tempo.co 

has strengthened the negative image of the National Police that already exists in the minds of the reading 

public. Koran.tempo.co provides readers' perspectives, so that they are skeptical of the police in handling the 

murder case of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat, but at the same time rely on in the hope that the 

National Police can act professionally. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

The murder of a police officer named Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat has attracted the 

attention of the mass media both through electronic media, print media and online media. Apart from being a 

criminal case that occurred within the scope of the police, this case was also full of irregularities. As reported by 

Koran.tempo.co (“Edition,” t.t.). The death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat at the house of his 

commander, Inspector General Ferdy Sambo, left many oddities. From the start, the police provided changing 

information. The surveillance camera was also damaged when the shooting occurred and the number of victims' 

injuries was different from the bullets fired. 

This case was first reported on July 8 2022, according to initial police information that Brigadier 

Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat died as a result of a shootout with a fellow police officer, namely Bharada Richard 

Eliezer Pudihang Lumiu. Both of them are aides to Inspector General Ferdy Sambo. The shootout took place at 

the official residence of Inspector General Ferdy Sambo, Duren Tiga complex, South Jakarta. Triggered, 

because Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat abused Ferdi Sambo's wife, namely, Putri Chandrawati. This 

case slowly progressed as the investigation progressed, so that the police's initial statement that the death of 

Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat in a shootout turned into a case of premeditated murder. Inspector 

General Ferdy Sambo is a suspect in premeditated murder and caught in the criminal act of obstructing 

investigators (obstruction of justice). Putri Candrawati, Ferdy Sambo's wife, is also a suspect, as are his aides, 

Bharada Richard Eliezer and Brigadier Ricky Rizal and the other is Ferdy Sambo's family driver, Kuwat Ma'ruf. 

Apart from Ferdy Sambo, there were six police officers who were named suspects and several of them 

had to lose their positions because they obstructed the legal process or obstruction of justice. As a result, this 

case had an impact on the image or the level of public trust in the police decreased. The police, as 

representatives of law and order, should be a pillar of trust and security in society. Public confidence is a 

fundamental asset for every entity. This enables the survival and growth of the organization. 

According to Usep Saepul Ahyar (Nurhadi, 2022), a senior researcher at the Populi Center, he stated 

that the bad image of the National Police recently cannot be separated from the various cases that have hit the 

Bhayangkara Corps in recent times. One of them is the Ferdy Sambo case or the murder case of Brigadier 

Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat. President Joko Widodo conveyed the same thing when giving a briefing to 

National Police Headquarters, Regional Police Chiefs and Police Chiefs throughout Indonesia on October 14 
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2022. Jokowi said that the public trust index put the National Police at the top when handling Covid and 

spreading vaccinations, but once there was an incident Ferdy Sambo (FS) said that public trust has fallen 

("President Jokowi's briefing to National Police Headquarters, Regional Police Chiefs and Police Chiefs 

throughout Indonesia, 14 Oct 2022 - YouTube," t.t.). 

This assessor certainly cannot be separated from the role of the mass media. Mass media has become a 

necessity as the main door for conveying information to the public. connecting facts, data and various points of 

view related to the murder case of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat to the wider community. According 

to McQuail, media is seen as a window that allows audiences to see what is happening outside or to themselves 

(Subiakto and Ida, 2012: 131). 

Media content is essentially the result of the construction of reality with language as the basic device. 

Meanwhile, language is not only a tool for representing reality, but can also determine what kind of relief 

language will create about that reality. As a result, mass media has a huge opportunity to influence the meaning 

and image produced from the reality it constructs (Sobur, 2012: 88). According to Eriyanto (2002: 23) Media is 

an agent of reality construction. The news we read not only depicts reality, not only shows the opinion of the 

news source, but also the construction of the media itself. Through the various instruments they have, the media 

helps shape the reality presented in their reporting. 

Based on the description above, the author is interested in conducting research on mass media, 

especially online media, to find out how the image of the National Police is constructed in the reporting of the 

murder case of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat in newspapers.tempo.co. Robert M. Entman's framing 

analysis will be used to find out how news is constructed by the media through text. Framing analysis is a 

research method regarding media content as a constructionist paradigm. In the perspective of communication 

science according to Fiske (2014: 3) as the production and exchange of meaning or communication science is 

the study of texts and culture. According to Robert M. Entman (Eriyanto, 2002: 188) framing basically refers to 

providing definitions, explanations, evaluations and recommendations in a discourse to emphasize a certain 

frame of mind regarding the event being discussed. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

2. 1. Mass Communication 

 Reading books about mass communication from various books that have been written, of course there 

are many definitions of mass communication that have been put forward by communication experts. He put 

forward many variations and points of emphasis. However, among the many definitions, there is a common 

thread between the definitions and each other. Basically, mass communication is communication through mass 

media (Nurudin, 2013: 4). Meanwhile, according to Littlejohn (2014: 405) mass communication is the process 

of media organizations creating and disseminating messages to the wider community and the process of these 

messages being sought, used, understood and influenced by the audience.  

 

2. 2. Online Media 

 Online media is a general term for a form of media based on telecommunications and multimedia. The 

presence of online media has given rise to a new generation of journalism, namely online journalism. Online 

journalism, also called cyber journalism, internet journalism, and web journalism, is a "new generation" of 

journalism after conventional journalism (print media journalism, such as newspapers) and broadcast journalism 

(broadcast journalism - radio and television). Online media can be interpreted as media that can be accessed via 

the internet (Pamuji, 2019: 114).  

 

2. 3. News as a Media Construction of Reality  
 Making news in the media is basically arranging reality so that it forms a meaningful story or 

discourse. In the presentation of information by the media, news is not a reflection of reality but is only a 

construction of reality. Reality is not created scientifically, nor is it something revealed by God. But instead, it is 

shaped and constructed. Each person can have a different construction of reality. In the constructionist view, 

news is like a drama. It does not depict reality, but rather a portrait of the struggle between various parties 

related to events. News is like a drama which is defined as having a right party and someone who is depicted as 

being wrong. And all of this was formed and shown to the public (Pamuji, 2019: 121-122). 

 

2. 4. Framing Analysis Robert M. Entman 

 Robert M. Entman is one of the experts who laid the foundations for framing analysis for media 

content studies. In Entman's conception, framing basically refers to providing definitions, explanations, 

evaluations and recommendations in a discourse to emphasize a certain frame of mind regarding the event being 

discussed. Entman explains the concept of framing analysis as follows: 
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Table 2.3 Robert M. Entman's Framing Concept 
Define Problems  How is an event/issue viewed? As a what? Or what problem? 

Diagnose Causes  
What is the cause of this incident seen? What is considered to be the cause of a 
problem? Who (actors) is considered to be the cause of the problem? 

Make Moral judgement  
What moral values are presented to explain the problem? What moral values are 

used to legitimize or delegitimize an action? 

Treatment Recommendations  
What solutions are offered to address the problem/issue? What paths are offered 
and should be taken to overcome the problem? 

 

III. RESEARCH METHOD 

 This research use desciptive qualitative approach. The research subject is Koran.tempo.co with the 

research object being the news of the murder of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat, July 2022 to September 

2022 edition. The reason for choosing Koran.tempo.co is on the basis of the investigative journalism that 

Koran.tempo.co writes in depth. which is interesting and different from other media. as is the principle of tempo 

"readable and necessary". Apart from that, we chose the July 2022 to September 2022 edition, based on the 

consideration that those three months were the period when the murder case of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua 

Hutabarat attracted public attention. A total of seven news stories which became the unit of analysis were 

chosen purposively, that is, determined by adjusting the research objectives. This research does not prioritize 

population size or sampling. If the data collected is in-depth and can explain the phenomenon being studied, 

then there is no need to look for other sampling. Here, what is emphasized more is the issue of the depth 

(quality) of data, not the amount (quantity) of data (Kriyantono, 2008: 56-57). News will be analyzed using 

Robert M. Entman's conception of framing analysis.  

 

IV. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 

First News 

News Title : Preventing Intimidation After Shooting Incidents 

Rubric  : Main News 

News Date : Thursday, July 14 2022 

 

Define Problems, It is understood that the incident contained irregularities and intimidation felt by the family of 

Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat. The police prohibited the family from opening the coffin, as seen in the 

following quote: 

 

Rohani said the family felt something was wrong when the body was taken to the funeral home in Sungai Bahar 

sub-district, Muaro Jambi Regency, Jambi Province, last Saturday. The police forbade the family from opening 

Josua's coffin (Koran.tempo.co edition 14 July 2022). 

 

Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat's family's confession received various intimidations. as seen in the 

following quote:  

 

"After the incident, Josua's family in Muaro Jambi admitted that they had received various forms of 

intimidation. Josua's family's WhatsApp account could not be accessed or was suspected to have been hacked. 

Josua's parents' house in Suka Makmur Village, Sungai Bahar District, Muaro Jambi, was surrounded by 

police, Monday night, the siege made them afraid and they did not dare leave the house (Koran.tempo.co edition 

14 July 2022). 

 

 Diagnose Causes, by defining the problem of irregularities and intimidation experienced by the family 

of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat as a strong reason that the police are considered to be the cause of the 

problem or the actor of an incident. The family of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat continued to urge or 

force the police to open the coffin of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat, indirectly saying that if Brigadier 

Josua's family had not exerted pressure or coercion, what might have happened would have been that the coffin 

would not have been opened. Apart from that, this sentence also confirms that there was indeed a serious 

irregularity in the death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat. as seen in the following quote: 

 

Due to continued insistence, the family was finally able to examine the physical condition of Josua's body. As a 

result, they found a number of cuts which were thought to have been caused by sharp objects. There were also 

bruises and holes which were thought to have been caused by blunt objects and bullet projectiles 

(Koran.tempo.co edition 14 July 2022). 
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 Make Moral Judgement, The moral assessment is given to justify or provide an argument for the 

definition of the problem and the causes of the problem that have been determined in the news above, through 

the statement of Komnas HAM as a credible or trusted source, as seen in the following quote: 

 

This incident should be a momentum for National Police Chief General Listyo Sigit Prabowo to show that their 

internal processes and procedures are running optimally. Amiruddin believes that the investigation into the 

Brigadier Josua incident by the special police team can still run optimally, even though there is a potential 

conflict of interest, as long as it is carried out openly (Koran.tempo.co edition 14 July 2022). 

  

By saying "this incident should be a momentum" indirectly the impression we want to emphasize is that there 

were incompetence in previous cases handled by the National Police in the internal processes and procedures 

carried out, by the incident of the death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat with all the irregularities felt 

by the Brigadier's family Josua was an opportunity to improve its internal processes and procedures. 

 Treatment Recommendation, The strangeness of the death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat 

and the intimidation, hacking of WhatsApp accounts and siege by the police felt by Brigadier Josua's family. 

Koran.tempo.co in the above report, Koran.tempo.co recommends that it be reported and the truth will be 

checked. as seen in the following quote: 

 

"If there is a hack, of course you can report it to the nearest police," said Ramadhan, yesterday 

(Koran.tempo.co edition 14 July 2022). 

 

Table 1. Frame in the first news 

Define Problem 
Irregularities, intimidation and siege of the family of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua 

Hutabarat after a shootout 

Diagnose Causes  The police prohibited opening the coffin of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat 

Make Moral Judgment  
This incident should be a momentum to show that their internal processes and 
procedures are working optimally. 

Treatment Recommendation  If there are any irregularities or threats, they must be reported. 

 

Second News 

News Title : Police Mischief Ensnares Police 

Rubric  : Main News 

News Date : Monday, July 18 2022  

 

Define Problems, Since the information about the death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat on July 8 

2022 until July 18 2022 or around 11 days, it has still not been clearly revealed and still leaves a number of 

questions. Based on the news above, the frame is developed as a moral problem. In this case, it is a violation of 

the morals of the police profession. The death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat is suspected to be a 

common pattern in investigating and investigating criminal cases. Many cases involve the police failing to take 

the prisoner's chair, as seen in the following quote: 

A number of civil society organizations consider that the deadlock in investigating the death of Brigadier 

Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat or Brigadier Josua is a pattern that the police can follow. Many cases involve the 

police failing to take the prisoner's chair (Koran.tempo.co edition 18 July 2022). 

 

 Apart from that, newspapers.tempo.co also mentioned or revealed a series of problems that often 

ensnare the police as an institution or individual members of the police, which were revealed by Muhammad 

Isnur as Chair of the Indonesian Legal Aid Foundation (YLBHI). as seen in the following quote: 

 

Isnur then revealed a series of other problems that also often ensnare the police. In the case of the sprinkling of 

Novel Baswedan, the police took a lot of trouble in uncovering the case because it allegedly involved high-

ranking officials in the Bhayangkara Corps. The same thing happened when the police were involved in violence 

when suppressing a demonstration. In many areas, the police are actually involved as perpetrators of violence 

(Koran.tempo.co edition 18 July 2022). 
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 By selecting facts like that, mentioning several cases involving the police and it is suspected that the 

death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat was a common thing. The police should be free from moral 

issues that violate professional ethics, such actions are inappropriate. In fact, the moral dimension of duty and 

authority is inherent in the police profession. As a State apparatus in this case, as the Police of the Republic of 

Indonesia which has the role of protecting and protecting the community, as confirmed in Law Number 2 of 

2002 concerning the Police of the Republic of Indonesia in article 13 that the Police of the Republic of 

Indonesia has the duty and authority to maintain security and public order, as a law enforcer and providing 

protection, protection and service to the community (UU Number 2 of 2002.pdf, t.t.). 

 Diagnose  Causes, in all the news above, Koran.tempo.co defines that the cause of a problem is the 

existence of impunity for various criminal scandals that have dragged down the Bhayangkara corps as an 

institution or as individual members of the police. The death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat, who has 

not yet received any clarity, it has been 11 days or more than a week, still raises many questions among the 

public. The metaphor of "impunity" mentioned in the news emphasizes that the dead end of the investigation is a 

pattern that is usually carried out by the police in cases involving the police, so it does not rule out the 

possibility that impunity will also occur in this case, so it is a strong reason to consider the police as the 

perpetrator. 

 Interestingly, in the last paragraph in the news text it says "The police do not comment on the 

assessment of a number of these activists." Koran.tempo.co indirectly gives the perspective to the audience that 

what has been said by a number of these organizations is true, and the police do not seem to have a stance, so 

that The police could be considered bad which could affect the level of public trust in the police to decrease, as 

in the following news excerpt: 

 

The police did not comment on the assessment of a number of activists. Even so, the head of the National 

Police's Public Relations Division, Inspector General Dedy Prasetyo, in handling Brigadier Josua's case, 

appealed to the public to avoid speculation. The investigation carried out by the police in this case prioritized a 

scientific crime investigation approach (Koran.tempo.co edition 18 July 2022). 

  

Make Moral judgement, This moral assessment can be seen in the statements made by several human rights 

activists to provide strong arguments justifying the definition and source of the problem that has been 

determined. One of them was by Muhammad Isnur, Chair of the Indonesian Legal Aid Foundation, who stated 

"In fact, there is a tendency to protect and give impunity so that there is no deterrent effect for perpetrators of 

crimes allegedly committed by the police." Indirectly, Koran.tempo.co has directed the public to injustice 

carried out by the police. Impunity in police cases can have negative impacts, including public distrust of law 

enforcement officials, reduced trust in the justice system, and violations of individual rights. Citizens have the 

right to expect that law enforcement officers will be held accountable for their actions and treated fairly if they 

are found to have violated the law.  

 Furthermore, Ahmad Taufan Damanik as Chair of the National Human Rights Commission, released 

allegations of human rights violations that occurred throughout 2020, namely 2,841 complaints. And said "The 

party with the most complaints was the police, with a total of 785 cases". Based on this, Muhammad Isnur said 

that the report received by the National Human Rights Commission (Komnas HAM) was "never investigated by 

the police." Violence and human rights violations committed by the police were a serious problem that could 

hamper the justice process and damage public trust in enforcement officials law. If these reports are not 

investigated or are not followed up seriously, this can strengthen perceptions of impunity and harm victims. 

 Treatment Recommendations, From all this news, there should be a thorough institutional audit and 

examination. This is because he has repeatedly carried out impunity, including indications during the 

investigation into the death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat. Transparency and accountability in law 

enforcement are very important to ensure that there is no impunity among police officers. A proper audit can 

help uncover misconduct, abuse of power, or unethical actions by police. Apart from that, the government needs 

to improve the performance of the police and must improve the Criminal Procedure Code (KUHAP) which 

regulates the authority of the police in the investigation and investigation of criminal cases. 

 

Table 2. Frame in the second news 
Define Problem The problem of the morality of the police profession 

Diagnose Causes  
Cases of violence perpetrated by the police and impunity involving institutions and 

individual police officers 

Make Moral Judgment  
The police institution is the institution that has the most complaints from the public. 
Regarding human rights violations. 

Treatment Recommendation  

Audited and the government must improve the performance of the police and 

improve the KUHAP law which regulates the authority of the police in investigating 
and investigating criminal cases. 
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Third News 

News Title : Police Warning to Family Lawyers 

Rubric  : National 

News Date : Monday, July 25 2022  

 

Define Problem, The frame developed by Koran.tempo.co in defining the problem is the controversial issue of 

handling the case of the death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat after a shootout with Bharada Richard 

Eliezer which occurred at the official residence of the Head of the Propam Division Inspector General Ferdy 

Sambo on July 8 2023. Previously, the lawyer for the Brigadier's family Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat found 

oddities on the body, a number of wounds, apparently cuts from a sharp weapon when receiving the body of 

Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat in Jambi on Monday, July 11 2022. So the family lawyer for Brigadier 

Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat did not believe the cause of death was due to a shootout and asked The police re-

autopsied to find out the cause of death. 

 

The family did not believe the police's statement because they found a number of wounds, apparently cuts from 

sharp weapons, when they received Brigadier Yosua's body in Jambi on Monday, July 11. The family then 

complained of suspicion of premeditated murder after seeing the condition of Brigadier Joshua's body before 

burial. The family also asked the police to re-autopsy to find out the cause of Joshua's death (Koran.tempo.co 

edition 25 July 2022). 

 

 Based on this, the police consider that all requirements must be conveyed through valid facts and data 

by competent experts. So the police warned the family lawyer Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat not to 

make speculative statements.  

 

Jakarta-National Police Headquarters warned the family lawyer of Brigadier Nofriansyah Yosua Hutabarat 

alias Brigadier J not to make speculative statements regarding Yosua's injuries and cause of death. Head of the 

National Police Public Relations Division, Inspector General Dedi Prasetyo, believes that all requirements must 

be presented with valid facts and data by competent experts. "Because there is scientific and juridical 

responsibility," said Dedi when contacted on Sunday, July 24 2022 (Koran.tempo.co July 25 2022 edition). 

 

 Diagnose Causes, in the news above, interviewing two parties, namely, interviewing the police and the 

family lawyer of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat. according to John Hartley (Eriyanto, 2022: 131) that 

good coverage is two-sided coverage. However, the media always has a tendency to show or take sides on one 

side. Therefore, researchers consider that the police are considered to be the cause of the problems in this report, 

while the victim is the family lawyer of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat, namely Martin Lukas 

Simanjuntak. As mentioned in the definition of the problem related to the police warning to the family lawyer, 

Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat, that they should not give speculative statements regarding Josua's 

injuries and cause of death. The "Speculative" metaphor addressed by Martin Lukas Simanjuntak as the family 

lawyer of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat is considered inappropriate, because the meaning of the word 

speculative when referring to the Big Indonesian Dictionary (KBBI) is an opinion or conjecture that is not based 

on reality or can be interpreted as conjecture. without having a strong foundation. Before the body of Brigadier 

Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat was buried, Martin Lukas Simanjuntak found a number of wounds on Brigadier 

Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat's body, such as cuts from a sharp weapon.  

Martin actually questioned the notion that the photos of the wounds on Brigadier Joshua's body which were 

conveyed to the public were part of speculation. “That's a fact. "If we talk, but without graphic facts, it can only 

be called speculation," he said. We as citizens who are given reason are free to draw our own conclusions about 

this picture (Koran.tempo.co edition 25 July 2022). 

 

 The wound was photographed and then shown to the media as shown by Koran.tempo.co. By selecting 

facts like that, the media indirectly directs the public to a perspective that the statement made by Martin Lukas 

Simanjuntak as the family lawyer for Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat is the truth. , so that the police 

warning to the family lawyer of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat regarding speculative statements 

seemed to be discarded by newspapers.tempo.co from a photo that was shown to be fact. 

 Make Moral Judgement, police warning to family lawyer Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat not 

to give speculative statements. because the police will prove this case scientifically which is expected to soon 

reveal the case.  
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He explained that it is hoped that the entire process of scientific evidence in this case will soon reveal the true 

facts. The National Police, said Dedi, will convey objectively and transparently to the public regarding the 

handling of this case (Koran.tempo.co edition 25 July 2022). 

 

 This argument is completely strong, because it was conveyed by the police, meaning that this statement 

is credible, that the handling of this case requires scientific evidence to prove the actual facts and the police will 

also convey it objectively and transparently to the public. but on the one hand, this statement also contradicts the 

statement made by Martin Lukas Simanjuntak, attorney for the family of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat 

regarding the warning given not to make speculative statements. As part of the practice of law, the legal team 

has the right and obligation to convey its findings to its clients, responsible for providing information, legal 

advice and advocacy in the most effective manner. The aim is to provide comprehensive information to the 

family and help them understand the legal situation currently being faced by the family of Brigadier 

Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat, as seen in the following news excerpt:  

 

Responding to this, Martin Lukas Simanjuntak, one of Joshua's family lawyers, questioned the police's request. 

According to him, the team of lawyers has the right to convey their findings as a form of their advocacy to 

Brigadier Yosua's family (Koran.tempo.co edition 25 July 2022). 

 

 Treatment Recommendation, The solution suggested by Koran.tempo.co is a repeat autopsy to prove 

the cause of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat's death. It is hoped that this will immediately reveal the true 

facts and there is no need to question the family lawyer's findings regarding the injuries on Josua's body. Based 

on what has been explained previously regarding the police warning to the family lawyer of Brigadier 

Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat not to make speculative statements. at the end of the paragraph in the news it was 

said by Martin Lukas Simanjuntak.  

 

“Please work individually. The results can be seen later, whether it is what we said or what the police said. Just 

wait until next Wednesday for the re-autopsy, he said. 

 

Table 3. Frame in the third news 

Define Problem 
Controversy over the handling of the case of the death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua 

Hutabarat by the police 

Diagnose Causes  The police are the cause of the problem, while the family lawyer is the victim. 

Make Moral Judgment  
Lawyers have the right to convey their findings as a form of their advocacy to 

Brigadier Joshua's family. 

Treatment Recommendation Re-autopsy to prove the cause of death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat 

 

Fourth News 

News Title : Exploring Crime Through Ethical Violations 

Rubric  : Main News 

News Date : Monday, August 6 2022 

  

Define Problem, Koran.tempo.co defines it as a legal problem, identified through the title of the news. The 

metaphor of "Digging a Criminal" indirectly describes the action of investigating or revealing the case in depth. 

as an investigator or law enforcement effort to collect evidence, investigate cases and reveal the truth behind 

criminal acts. After Bharada Richard Eliezer was named a suspect on August 3 2022. there is a possibility that 

the number of suspects will increase, because he is suspected of being unprofessional in the investigation. 

Bharada Richard Eliezer was charged with Article 338 of the Criminal Code (KUHP) concerning murder and 

Articles 55 and 56 of the Criminal Code concerning participation in criminal acts.  

 

JAKARTA, The number of suspects in the alleged murder of Brigadier Nofriansyah Yosua Hutabarat or 

Brigadier Yosua may increase. Currently, investigators have only named Bhayangkara Dua Richard Eliezer 

Pudihang Lumiu as a suspect. Eliezer was charged with Article 338 of the Criminal Code (KUHP) concerning 

Murder and Articles 55 and 56 of the Criminal Code concerning participation in criminal acts (Koran.tempo.co 

edition 6 August 2022). 

 

 Diagnose Causes, initial police information stated that Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat died in 

a shootout with Bharada Richard Eliezer, triggered by harassment of Putri Chandrawati, Ferdy Sambo's wife, on 

July 8 2022 at the Inspectorate General Ferdy Sambo's official residence in the Duren Tiga area, South Jakarta. 

The death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat was considered full of irregularities by the family. 
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Brigadier Yosua Hutabarat died in an incident at Inspector General Ferdy Sambo's official residence in the 

Duren Tiga area, South Jakarta, on July 8 2022. The police only announced the death of Ferdy Sambo's aide 

three days later. Initially, the police said that Joshua died after exchanging fire with Eliezer alias Bharada E, 

who was also Ferdy Sambo's aide. At that time, the police concluded that the shooting incident was triggered by 

Joshua's actions in harassing Ferdy Sambo's wife, Putri Chandrawati. Recently, many have doubts about the 

results of the investigation, especially since various irregularities followed one after another (Koran.tempo.co 

edition 6 August 2022). 

 

 The text above has become an icon of the case of the death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat. 

An icon can be defined as a symbol and image that arises from events reported by the media and is firmly 

embedded in the public mind (Eriyanto. 2002: 151). With such a highlight, it indirectly reminds the public that 

from the beginning of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat's death there were irregularities. The emphasis is 

in the sentence "Later, many people had doubts about the results of the investigation, especially since various 

irregularities followed one after another." This sentence indirectly emphasizes that the investigation was carried 

out unprofessionally. When many people doubt the results of an investigation, it may indicate a lack of 

confidence in the integrity or objectivity of the process. By selecting facts like that, it places the police as the 

party at fault or the source of the problem. 

 Make Moral Judgment, The moral judgment states that if a police officer is involved in hiding 

evidence, it is a serious violation of ethics and law. Police who carry out these actions not only violate their 

professional ethics, but may also violate the law, as in the following quote: 

 

According to Ito, if evidence of this violation is found, the National Police member who committed it could be 

subject to two sanctions. "Violation of the professional code of ethics and criminal act," he said 

(Koran.tempo.co edition 6 August 2022). 

 

 Treatment Recommendation, Koran.tempo.co recommends that this case be resolved in court, but 

before it is processed criminally, an ethics trial must first be held. Apart from that, Koran.tempo.co also 

recommends that this investigation should be carried out in parallel, as in the following quote: 

 

Brigadier Yosua's family attorney, Kamaruddin Simanjuntak, said that the police should in parallel investigate 

allegations of ethical violations and destruction of evidence (Koran.tempo.co edition 6 August 2022). 

 

 The "In Parallel" metaphor means that this investigation needs to be carried out with two or more 

investigations simultaneously, but separately and independently of each other, meaning that the metaphor 

directly says that there is doubt or distrust in the investigative team to reveal the truth of the case of the death of 

Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat , because previously there were irregularities discovered by the family 

and their legal representatives. 

 

 

Table 4. Frame in the fourth news 

Define Problem 
Law problem 

Diagnose Causes 
The police are not professional in investigations 

Make Moral Judgment 

Damaging or destroying evidence can result in two sanctions, a violation of the 
professional code of ethics and a criminal offense. 

Treatment Recommendation 
The Ethics Trial, if proven to have committed a criminal violation, will be 
processed criminally and the investigation should be carried out in parallel. 

 

Fifth News 

News Title : Game Over Elite Police Action 

Rubric  : Main News 

News Date : Friday, August 12 2022 

  

Define Problem, In this news, what defines the problem is the disbandment of the Red and White Task Force 

after Inspector General Ferdy Sambo was named a suspect in the murder case of Brigadier Nopriansah Josua 

Hutabarat. General Listyo Sigit Prabowo as Head of the National Police officially disbanded or stopped the 
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activities of the Red and White Task Force. The main consideration for disbandment is in the interests of 

organizational work efficiency. As in the following news text:  

 

JAKARTA – The work of the Special Task Force for the Republic of Indonesia Police, or better known as the 

Red and White Task Force, finally ended yesterday. National Police Chief General Listyo Sigit Prabowo 

decided to disband the existence of elite police groups outside the National Police structure (Koran.tempo.co 

edition 12 August 2022). 

 

 Diagnose Causes, Koran.tempo.co in the report above positions Inspector General Ferdy Sambo as the 

actor causing the problem. Ferdy Sambo was named a suspect in the premeditated murder of Brigadier 

Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat, so the non-structural organization led by Ferdy Sambo was officially disbanded 

or terminated. Furthermore, the selection of facts or highlights shown by Koran.tempo.co in the news was to 

identify Ferdy Sambo as the cause of the problem by mentioning Ferdy Sambo's identity or career on the Red 

and White Task Force. As in the following news text: 

 

Ferdy initially served as Secretary of the Special Task Force in 2019. At that time, his position in the police 

structure was as coordinator of the leader's personal assistant with the rank of major commissioner. He was 

then appointed Head of the Special Task Force by National Police Chief General Idham Azis on May 20 2020. 

At that time, Ferdy's position was structural as Director of General Crimes at Bareskrim Polri with the rank of 

brigadier general (Koran.tempo.co edition 12 August 2022). 

 

 Mentioning Ferdy Sambo's identity or career in the Red and White Task Force in the news text 

emphasizes to the public that currently the reputation of the National Police's image is not good or in other 

words, the National Police has indirectly damaged public trust, harmed principles, morality, ethics and 

professionalism. as a law enforcer. As an institution, it has the responsibility to protect and protect the 

community, as mandated by Law Number 2 of 2022 concerning the Police of the Republic of Indonesia in 

article 13 that the Police of the Republic of Indonesia has the main task of maintaining public security and order, 

as law enforcers and providing protection, protection and service to the community (UU Number 2 of 2002.pdf, 

t.t.). Moreover, this was done by someone with the rank of Inspector General.   

 Make Moral Judgment, This moral assessment can be seen in what was conveyed by the Chairman of 

Indonesia Police Watch (IPW), Sugeng Teguh Santoso, that so far the Red and White Task Force has triggered 

overlap between police agencies.  

Chairman of the Indonesia Police Watch (IPW), Sugeng Teguh Santoso, assessed that the work of the Red and 

White Task Force has so far triggered overlap between police agencies. "We have heard that all this time the 

Red and White Task Force is actually overlapping and triggering abuse of authority," said Sugeng, yesterday. 

 

 The “overlap” metaphor suggests that there are areas where the boundaries or differences between 

institutions are unclear or overlap. Overlap between police agencies can lead to negative public perceptions of 

police effectiveness or professionalism. Ambiguity or confusion in responsibilities and areas can reduce public 

trust and damage the image of the police agency as a whole.  

 Treatment Recommendations, The solution recommended by Koran.tempo in this report is through an 

interview with Kamaruddin Simanjuntak, attorney for the family of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat, to 

find out the truth or thoroughly investigate the involvement of the members of the Red and White Task Force 

and ask to trace the account flow of Ferdy Sambo and the members of the Task Force. Red and White, as seen in 

the following quote: 

 

Joshua's family attorney, Kamaruddin Simanjuntak, also questioned the existence of the task force. Kamaruddin 

stated that his party asked the National Police Special Team to investigate the involvement of members of the 

Red and White Task Force in the death of Brigadier Yosua. He also asked the Financial Transaction Reports 

and Analysis Center (PPATK) to trace the flow of accounts of Ferdy Sambo and the people in the Red and White 

Task Force. "Because the Task Force is non-structural within the internal scope of the National Police, its 

budget is questionable," said Kamaruddin (Koran.tempo.co edition 12 August 2022). 

 

Table 5. Frame in the fifth news 

Define Problem 
Disbandment of the Red and White Task Force 

Diagnose Causes  
Inspector General Ferdy Sambo is suspected of premeditated murder of Brigadier 
Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat 
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Make Moral Judgment  

The existence of the Red and White Task Force overlaps, triggering abuse of 

authority 

Treatment Recommendation  
Investigating the involvement of members of the Red and White Task Force and 
tracing the flow of funds in the accounts of Ferdy Sambo and people who are 

members of the Red and White Task Force. 

 

Sixth News 

News Title : Ethics Hearing Reaps Criticism 

Rubric  : Main News 

News Date : Friday, August 26 2022 

  

Define Problem,  The frame developed in defining the news problem above is that the ethics trial is held behind 

closed doors. This then became the problem, because previously the Police had stated that they should be 

transparent in revealing the case of the death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat. as seen in the 

following quote: 

 

The National Police Code of Ethics Commission (KKEP) has tried Inspector General Ferdy Sambo's case 

regarding alleged violations of the code of ethics in the initial handling of the death of Brigadier Nofriansyah 

Yosua Hutabarat. However, the trial, which was held until early this morning, left a number of legal experts 

disappointed. The root of the problem lies in the closure of the trial which was held at the Transnational Crime 

Center (TNCC) building, National Police Headquarters, South Jakarta. The public can indeed see part of the 

KKEP's examination process of Ferdy Sambo and the witnesses visually via the television screen installed 

outside the court room (Koran.tempo.co edition 26 August 2022). 

 

 Diagnose Causes, From the headline of the news above written by the newspaper.tempo.co which 

explicitly blames the police, the ethics trial which then invited objections or rejection from several parties, it is 

clear that the cause of the problem is the police. The police previously said that they would transparently 

investigate the case of the death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat, but during the trial, the ethics trial 

was held behind closed doors. This is contrary to what the Police have promised to reveal this case transparently 

or openly. Of course, this is good news for the public to know how the trial process will go and the decisions 

that will be taken by the chairman of the trial, but before the trial begins General Dedi Prasetyo announced that 

the trial will not be held openly.  

 

Sure enough, moments before the trial started, Dedi announced that the trial materials would not be made 

public. Journalists are only allowed to cover the reading of the KKEP decision against Ferdy Sambo. "The trial 

material certainly cannot be covered, but at the time of the commission's trial decision or verdict I will give my 

friends the opportunity with visuals and audio, so everything is complete," said Dedi, yesterday 

(Koran.tempo.co edition 26 August 2022). 

 

 By selecting facts like that, it is clear that from the news above it places the police as the cause of the 

problem. The promise to transparently investigate the case of the death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua 

Hutabarat seems to be just a discourse, not with any real action. things that should not happen to the Police 

Institution. Indirectly, the public perceives or positions themselves to agree to blame the police.  

 Make Moral Judgement, The ethics trial held behind closed doors was deemed to have violated the 

police's promise to transparently reveal the case of the death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat, thus 

drawing criticism from a number of groups.  

 

The root of the problem lies in the closure of the trial which was held at the Transnational Crime Center 

(TNCC) building, National Police Headquarters, South Jakarta,. The public can indeed see part of the KKEP's 

examination process of Ferdy Sambo and the witnesses visually via the television screen installed outside the 

court room. But the moving image is without sound. "This is a half-hearted commitment because what was 

opened was only a silent video. That was only for a moment," said criminal law expert from the Imam Bonjol 

State Islamic University in Padang, Rony Saputra, yesterday (Koran.tempo.co edition 26 August 2022). 

 In the sentence "This is a half-hearted commitment because what is opened is only a silent video. "That 

was only for a moment," if we examine it further, this sentence alludes to the commitment of the National Police 

Chief, who said that his institution would openly investigate the death of Brigadier Nopriansyah, while the 

"half-hearted" metaphor implicitly means that there is no seriousness or inconsistency between the words and 

actions of the police to be open to public in resolving the case of the death of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua 

Hutabarat.  
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 Treatment Recommendation, Several days before hearing the case, Inspector General Ferdy Sambo 

submitted his apology in writing, signed on a stamp. In this regard, berita.tempo.co recommends that the ethics 

trial must still be held and General Ferdy Sambo's apology must be set aside, so that heavy sanctions can be 

imposed. as seen in the following news excerpt: 

 

Chairman of Indonesia Police Watch (IPW), Sugeng Teguh Santoso, appreciated the police's attitude in not 

responding to Ferdy Sambo's request for resignation. That way, the process of implementing heavy sanctions 

can be imposed. "FS's resignation as a member of the National Police must be set aside. The National Police 

Chief should reject this request," said Sugeng. In line with the views of a number of legal experts, Sugeng also 

criticized KKEP's decision to hold Ferdy Sambo's ethics violation trial behind closed doors." 

 

Table 6. Frames in the sixth news 
Define Problem The Ethics Hearing was held behind closed doors 

Diagnose Causes  Police violated its Pledge to Transparency 

Make Moral Judgment  
The National Police Chief's half-hearted commitment to transparency in the 
death case of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat 

Treatment Recommendation  
FS's resignation as a member of the National Police must be set aside, so that 

heavy sanctions can be imposed. 

 

Seventh News 

News Title : Various Roles to Obstruct Investigations 

Rubric  : National 

News Date : Thursday, September 8 2022 

  

Define Problem, in this report regarding the suspects in obstruction of justice in the murder case of Brigadier 

Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat. Among them, Inspector General Ferdy Sambo, Brigadier General Hendra 

Kurniawan, Adjunct Commissioner Arif Rahman Arifin, Commissioner Agus Nur Patria, Commissioner 

Baiquni Wibowo, and Commissioner Chuck Putranto and Adjunct Commissioner Irfan Widyanto, as seen in the 

news fragment: 

 

In the obstruction of justice case involving Joshua's murder, there are currently seven suspects in total. The 

previous six suspects were Ferdy Sambo, Brigadier General Hendra Kurniawan, Adjunct Commissioner Arif 

Rahman Arifin, Commissioner Agus Nur Patria, Commissioner Baiquni Wibowo, and Commissioner Chuck 

Putranto (Koran.tempo.co edition 8 September 2022). 

 Diagnose Causes, Koran.tempo.co identified Brigadier General Hendra Kurniawan as the cause of the 

problem with the role of Adjunct Commissioner Irfan Widyanto in obstruction of justice. The news text states 

that Brigadier General Hendra Kurniawan asked Ari Cahya to replace all the Digital Voice Recorder (DVR) 

surveillance cameras around Ferdy Sambo's official residence. However, because Ari Cahya was still on duty in 

Bali, Ari then ordered his subordinate, Adjunct Commissioner Irfan Widyanto, to carry out Hendra's request. 

 

Hendra asked Ari Cahya to replace all the DVR surveillance cameras around Ferdy Sambo's official residence. 

However, because he was still on duty in Bali, Ari then ordered his subordinate, Irfan Widyanto, to carry out 

Hendra's request (Koran.tempo.co edition 8 September 2022). 

 

 Make Moral Judgment, The seven suspects mentioned in the news above are police officers who have 

strategic positions. For their involvement in obstructing investigations, they were charged with crimes using 

Law Number 19 of 2016 concerning Information and Electronic Transactions and Articles 221 paragraphs 1 and 

233 of the Criminal Code (KUHP) concerning obstructing investigations by destroying evidence. The moral 

assessment is in the following news excerpt: 

 

Dedi explained that the ethics trial against Agus was held for two days. The trial was chaired by the Deputy 

Inspector for General Supervision of the National Police Inspector General Tornagogo Sihombing and 

accompanied by the Head of the Professional Responsibility Bureau of the Propam Division, Senior 

Commissioner Agus Wijayanto. "KKEP considers Agus' actions to be a disgraceful act so he is subject to a 

special placement sanction for 28 days starting August 9 2022.  

 

 The sentence "KKEP considers Agus' actions to be a disgraceful act so he is subject to a special 

placement sanction for 28 days starting August 9 2022." such actions are considered crimes because they 

conflict with the principles of justice and fairness that are the basis of a well-functioning legal system. 

Obstructing an investigation by destroying, eliminating or hiding evidence is an act that violates the law and 
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ethics, especially if carried out by parties who should be responsible for law enforcement, such as the police. 

Such actions can have serious consequences for legal proceedings and justice. In addition, this behavior can 

raise suspicion towards law enforcement, giving the impression of abuse of power or ethical violations 

occurring in police institutions.  

 Treatment Recommendation. Overall, in the news above, Koran.tempo.co offers a solution that 

investigators need to verify the information received about a meeting held by the three regional police chiefs 

after the murder of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat. The aim is to ensure the truth and validity of the 

information obtained before investigating further. This was conveyed by the Advisor to the National Police 

Chief for Criminal Law. as in the following news fragment: 

 

Advisor to the National Police Chief for Criminal Law, Chairul Huda, said that the process to investigate the 

role of the three regional police chiefs required lengthy stages. Investigators need to verify whether the three 

high-ranking officers actually held a meeting after the murder of Brigadier Joshua. "If the meeting was related 

to the Joshua incident, then what contributions did the three of them make, either individually or together," said 

Chairul. After that, said Chairul, the Special Inspectorate also needs to investigate whether there were 

allegations of ethical violations at the meeting. If there is, investigators can escalate to obstruction of justice. 

Chairul gave an example, South Jakarta Metro Police Chief Commissioner Budhi Herdi Susianto was not 

charged with obstruction of justice even though he was suspected of playing a role in engineering the death of 

Brigadier Yosua (Koran.tempo.co 8 September 2022 edition). 

 

Table 7. Frames in the seventh news 
Define Problem Seven suspects in obstruction of justice in the murder case of Brigadier 

Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat 

Diagnose Causes  Brigadier General Hendra Kurniawan is the actor causing the problem, while Irfan 

Widyanto is the actor and victim of the order to replace the Digital Voice Recorder 
(DVR). 

Make Moral Judgment  Destroying, eliminating and hiding evidence is a disgraceful act or violates the law. 

Treatment Recommendation  Investigators need to carry out verification and also need to investigate whether 

there are ethical violations. 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

Based on the results of the research described above, using Robert M. Entman's framing analysis, the 

conclusion of Define Problems shows that from the start there were many irregularities in this case. In the 

Diagnose Causes section, the National Police as the actor causing the problem, the police did not handle this 

case professionally. Initial information stated that the shootout between police officers turned into a case of 

premeditated murder, the family of Brigadier Nopriansyah Josua Hutabarat was intimidated by the Police, the 

police abused their authority to obstruct the investigation with the intention of destroying evidence or what is 

known as obstruction of Justice. and the National Police broke their promise to be transparent or open in ethics 

hearings.  

Furthermore, the Make Moral Judgment section states that the police institution is the institution that is 

most frequently complained about by the public, regarding human rights violations, a culture of plural violence 

in the police and a culture of defending fellow police officers, thus leading to a pattern of impunity or a state of 

non-criminability. The final part of the Treatment Recommendation is that the government should improve the 

performance of the police, and improve the KUHAP law which regulates the authority of the police in 

investigating and investigating criminal cases, and that perpetrators of murder receive severe punishment 

according to their actions. This construction has strengthened the negative image of the National Police that 

already exists in the minds of the reading public.  
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